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Executive Director Message
Since establishing the Donald J. Corbett Adoption 
Agency at the end of 2017, CAP launched efforts to 
establish pre-adoption services that would begin to 
help achieve permanency for children, locally and 
nationally.

When I began as executive director for Children 
Awaiting Parents in October 2018, we began an 
incredible journey toward the ascent and restructuring 
of CAP.  This past fiscal year has been one of expansion. 
With 440,000 children in foster care across the nation—and 25,000 of them in 
NYS—there is much work to be done to reduce the time children spend in foster 
care and move the needle to decrease the number of children waiting to be 
adopted. In light of such statistics, CAP added fee-for-services to begin positively 
impacting these numbers. Highlighting the adoption program services has 
resulted in eight children finding a permanent and forever family and home for 
our 2018-19 fiscal year. We contracted with two states and three NYS counties, a 
wonderful statistic to achieve in this first full year of adoption fee for services.

We are thrilled to be in process with newly-developed programs for children in 
foster care and—through our SSAFE Project—those who “age out” of the system 
without a resource. CAP has successfully engaged community partners Rochester 
Area Community Foundation and others to embark on a new effort targeting the 
older youth population locally and statewide. 

With the assistance of Causewave, CAP initiated an effective, new strategic plan 
resulting in a new business plan with a team of staff and Board members.

Lastly, CAP wishes to thank the communities with whom we do business and 
the large number of great supporters who continue to help catapult CAP toward 
even greater success as we head into the new decade.

Lauri McKnight

Board Chair Message
This has been a very exciting year for the CAP/Corbett 
agency.  Lauri has brought new energy and vision to 
our ongoing mission.  The Board is very engaged and 
a wonderful combination of young and old, adoptive 
parents and community leaders.  We have celebrated 
many special adoptions and look forward to many more.  
I have enjoyed leading this organization, having been 
involved since its inception, and know that our next year 
will be even better!

Maryjane Link

Board of Directors

Officers
Larry Shannon-Missal 
Emeritus President
Daryl M. Dickson, Ph.D. 
Emeritus President
Maryjane K. Link 
Chairperson
Elizabeth “Betsy”  
Bringewatt, MSW, Ph.D. 
Vice Chair
Lynne Scalzo 
Board Secretary
Vincent Harper 
Board Treasurer

Members
Michael J. Cicero, CAIA
Jeffrey Clark
Amy Crossed
Michele Ely
Felisa Erway
Honorable Sandra L. Frankel
Honorable Trish Gallagher
Robert Lewis
Jesse Lucas
Russell Olson 
Honorable Fatimat Reid
Catherine Wilson
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Faith in Children is a 
recruitment program 
in the faith community 
with 9 presentations 
supported by Crossed 
Foundation

Post adoption support 
services were developed 
in early 2019 to 
support families after 
finalization and served  
2 families

What We’ve 
Accomplished

Wendy’s Wonderful Kids 
program a grant funded 
part of CAP that served 
20 children in 2018, 
boasting one adoption 
and 5 matches for 
adoption placement

Programs and Services

Pre-adoption 
served 10 children 
and families 

SSAFE  a newly 
developed program 
recently accrued a 
small funding stream 
to initiate services for 
youth aging out of the 
foster care system to 
connect to a family

Placements  
for 4 children  
in 2018-19

1

Continued on page 2

18-19 CAP AN Rprt.indd   118-19 CAP AN Rprt.indd   1 12/31/19   1:32 PM12/31/19   1:32 PM



2

Collaborations

Special Developments

Community 
Presentations 

What We’ve 
Accomplished

(continued)

Luncheon 
300  

Attendees

First Founders’ 
Award Presented 

to Peggy and 
David Soule

3  
Social Media 

Platforms Revised

eNews  
Developed

In 2018, as CAP was developing new services and programs, we sought new partners in the community. 
Among the collaborations were:

Three MSW year-long interns 
for CAP’s adoption program 

Continued hosting of CAP Heart Gallery eventsGrant support to initiate the SSAFE program

Working in tandem to develop the 
beginnings of CAP’s strategic plan process

Let’s get to work.
Of�ce of Adult & Career Education Services
Rochester City School District

OACES
Became a referral and grant 

source for the SSAFE program
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Financial 
Summary

 2019 2018

Gifts, Grants and Contributions 374,827 411,160

In-Kind Services 8,415 16,035

Special Events, Net of Direct Expenses  52,513 12,895

Training Income 12,550 19,750

Child Placement Fees 7,000  

Investment Income  29,101 17,067

Other Income 40 100

Total Support and Revenue without  
realized/unrealized gain(loss) on investments  484,446 477,007 

Realized/Unrealized Gain (Loss) on Investments   (2,448)  (2,045)

Change in Retirement Obligation  0 0

Miscellaneous Expense    0

Total Support and Revenue  322,121 474,962

Program Services  357,874 368,542

Management and General  192,752 107,488

Fundraising 63,832 48,287

Total Expenses  614,458 524,317 

Excess (Deficit) of Support and Revenue over Expenses   (132,460)  (49,355)

Fund Balance - Beginning of Year  766,163 815,518

Fund Balance - End of Year  633,703 766,163

Cash and Investments - End of Year  566,279 763,300

  

  

Support 
and Revenue

Expenses

Balance 
Sheet
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Children Awaiting Parents 

Success Stories
Cabral
When Erin and Andres Cabral decided to adopt 
an older child, they began by attending a CAP 
informational session, followed by the certification 
process. They reviewed online photo listings, 
ultimately connecting with Ray’s caseworker, whose 
excitement and love for him was evident. 

CAP’s MAPP classes were good conversation starters 
to explore topics the Cabrals never would have 
considered. It was especially valuable in determining 
the level of a child’s needs that they would 
successfully be able to support. When Ray joined 
their family and demonstrated certain behaviors, 
they understood he wasn’t acting out against 
them, he was communicating his fears and trauma 
history through his actions. Veronica Black, Adoption 
Specialist at CAP, provided the support and education 
they needed throughout the pre-adoption placement 
period until Ray would permanently be a part of 
their family, and knew he was safe and home. She 
also reminded them to take time for themselves and 
practice self-care.

Veronica’s own adoption experiences were 
particularly helpful to the Cabrals to understand 
that they weren’t the only family facing connection 
struggles. As Ray began to realize that his new 
parents loved him, and he was in his forever home, 
he successfully adjusted happily to his new family. 
Veronica has maintained her post-adoption support 
with the family when they need her.  
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Henry
Heather Henry had always thought she would adopt 
someday, but when she and Bobby had some fertility 
issues, they started to research adoption more 
seriously. Meeting with CAP’s Adoption Specialist, 
Veronica Black, the Henry family immediately felt 
this was where they belonged. After completing the 
MAPP training and home study, they found Shane 
and Mariana on a photo listing site. The next day 
Veronica also inquired about the children’s status. 
From the first time Bobby and Heather saw the 
photos, they knew that Shane and Mariana would 
be their kids. They fell in love with them, and nothing 
was going to stop the Henrys from becoming their 
parents.

Veronica walked Heather and Bobby through their 
journey of hardships and excitement, supporting 
them through the entire process. She taught them 
how to advocate for themselves, especially through 
the red tape. Veronica and CAP staff have also been 
very supportive post-adoption, offering opportunities 
for family activities, after-care, and other needed 
resources.

The Henrys tell everyone that going from two adults 
to a family of four “feels so right and so natural, and 
our hearts are so full. Shane and Mariana have fit 
right into our lives.”

5

Children 
Awaiting
Parents by 
the Numbers

100% response rate to an average 
 of 25 inquiries per week 

4 MAPP classes 

9 Informational meetings

6 Support meetings

1 WWK adoption and 5 matches 

3 CAP adoptions and 7 matches
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Children Awaiting Parents 

Events

1 2 3

4 5
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8

6

7

9

1. Heart Gallery photo display at The Strong

2. Luncheon keynote and author Christina  
Baker Kline speaks about the true story of  
the Orphan Train

3. Peggy and David Soule accepting CAP’s first 
Founders’ Award

4. Appreciation event with CAP staff, board  
and guests

5. CAP staff member David Carsel and past Board 
Chair Barbara Baer

6. Orphan Train re-enactment at the NY Museum  
of Transportation 

7. 2018 Heart Gallery luncheon fundraiser 

8. (L to R): CAP Vice Chair Betsy Bringewatt and  
Chair Maryjane Link

9. Re-enactment of Orphan Train children being 
viewed at a train station for potential families
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DIAMOND
Dave Thomas Foundation For 

Adoption
Corbett Family Charitable 

Foundation
Charles and Mary Crossed 

Foundation
Estate Of Hon. Robert Wagner

PLATINUM
Deblinger, Jo Ann
J. M. McDonald Foundation
The Kilian J. and Caroline F. 

Schmitt Foundation, Inc.
Robert J. Lambrix Fund
Schwartz Family Foundation, Inc

GOLD
August, Jane
The Cascio Malone Family Fund
Corbett, Barbara
Crossed, Richard and Carol
Dickson, Daryl M.
DiMarco Grou
Ely, Michele
Ferry, John and Karen 
Fred & Floy Willmott Foundation
Gramm Family Foundation 
Hallowell Fund
Kelly For Kids Foundation
Lucas, Jesse 
MRB Group
Malone, Anthony and Judith
Paychex Community Foundation
Rusling,Thomas and Ellen
Sassano, Barbara and Carl
Schwartz, Richard and Vicki 
Soule, David and Peggy
St. Ann’s Community
Woodard, William and Kathryn
Yeaw, Lynn 

SILVER
Alstom Signaling Foundation 
Cobblestone Capital Advisors, 

LLC
Connors & Ferris, LLP
Crossed, Amy 
Frankel, Sandra and Neil
Hood, John and Bonnie
Keybank
Kraushaar, John and Barbara
Link, Maryjane
McQuaid Jesuit

MGM Associates Insurance 
Olson, Russell and Jeanette
Park Grove Realty
Pelletier, Anita and Philip
Russell P. LeForis Builder, Inc.
Waasdorp, Nancy
Wegmans Food Markets

BRONZE
Acquaviva, Paul
Aguglia, Maureen
Anderson, Beth
Anderson, Jessica
Anderson, Ross and Janet
Andrews, Tyrone and Victoria
Audin, Steven
August, Jan
Aust, Sylvia
Baer, Barbara
Barrett, Kristen
Beaver, Ebony
Bell, John
Blanchard, Daniel
Bonvie, Adele
Bovenzi, Susan
Bowers, Reynolds and Sandra
Breeze, Sharon L.
Bringewatt, Elizabeth
Bringewatt, Paul and Margaret
Brink, Maryann and Chu, 

Jonathan
Brown, Melissa
Cameros, Alan
Capone, Raymond
Carsel, David J.
Cherubin, Sidney
Christmas, William A.
Ciapponi, Beverly
Ciccarelli, Dorothea
Clarcq, Jack and Barbara
Clark, George
Collins, Sarah
Collins-Ely, Chywane
Damiani, Michelle M.
Daniele, Vincent and Kathleen
Davin, Michael and Elaine
Davis, Harry and Carol
Dawson, James and Margaret
DiMarco, Joel and Katherine
Dillion, Twylla
Doerr, Tim and Patti
Dreher, Raymond
Dupont, Joelle
Edwards, Lowell and Patricia
Eisenman, Carol L.
Elias, Margaret A.

Elmhurst, William and Margaret
Ely, Elizabeth
Ericson, Sandra S.
Erway, Felisa
Evans, Aaron
Fox, Lee
Gallaher, Patricia
Gibson, Sarah
Gilges, Kent and Elizabeth
Glocker, David and Janet
Goodykoontz, Charles and Cathy
Gordon, Dane and Judith
Greywitt, Jeffrey and Susan
Grossman, Michael and Eileen
Hanna, Michael and Barbara
Harper, Vince and Cindy
Heveron & Company CPAs
Honorable and Mrs. Richard Sise
Jenkins, Keith and Terria
Karl, Rev. John and Sharon
Kilimnick, Joseph
Kirschen, Michael
Koop, Deborah
Krug, Ernest and Sarah
Kuchta, William and Eileen
Laird Exteriors
Laird, Tiffany
Landhuis, Leo and Char
Langie, Louis A.
Lasher, Suzanne
Lebbon, Shawn and Susan
Leopold, Ellen
Lewis, Lisa E.
Maddison, William
Major, Angela
Malerk, Michael and Christina
Malone, Anita and Sukitch, 

Michael
Mareus, Roosevelt
McCall, Juliea
McEvily, William and Rosalie
McGrath, Lyndsay
McKenna, Margaret
Metlay, Leon and Klionsky, Nina
Miller, Andrea
Miller, Steven and Helen
Mulligan, Jerimiah
Mulligan, Thomas and Carolyn
Murray, David and Susan
Murrphy-Pennington, Thersea
Napoli, Andrea
Neff, Geraldine
Nguyen, Deanna
Northwest Bank
O’Dea, Daniel
Olson, Harold and Karol

Peters, David and Elinor
Peters, Donald and Judith
Powalski, Janice
Prey, Charles and Donna
Przybylowicz, Edwin and Roberta
Raymond, Alice M.
Reaves, Charles
Reaves, Josanne
Reed, James
Reeve, Beverly
Rennert, Eric and Elizabeth
Richey, Jaime
Rivera, Efrian
Robin, Williamson and Mary
Rochester Red Wings Baseball
Rosenbloom, Richard and 

Beatrice
Ross, Jacob Brayfield, Ann and 

Emerson, Joe
Ross, Jessica
Sachs, Marvin and Sora
Scalzo, Lynne Marie
Sciolino, Anthony and Gloria
Sellitto, Steven
Seneca County DSS
Shanahan, Timothy and Jessica
Sitler, Matt
Slaughter, Thomas and Denise
Smerbeck, Audrey M.
Smith, Alice K.
Smith, Dawn R.
Smith, Kera
Sodhi, Akrit and Silvia
Soule, Peter C.
Sperandio, Cheryl
Spicka, Warren and Elizabeth
Strang, John and Assunta
Swayze, Robert and Patricia
Telesca, Michael
The Lubrizol Foundation
Thireos, Michael
Thomas, Catherine M.
Thomson Reuters
Turner, David
Union Presbyterian Church
Upstate Medical University
Van De Wetering, John and 

Maxine
Van Melle, Andrew J.
VanDorn, Lawrence
Washington, Jasmine
Waterbury, Kimberly
White, Paul
Wilson-Morris, Ealine
Wolcott, Audrey
Wood, Thomas

Children Awaiting Parents 

Donors
As a small but mighty non-profit without government funding, CAP is indebted to our donors.  
You help change the life of children waiting the longest in foster care by supporting our work to  
find them permanent, loving families.
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Woolbright, Cynthia
Yeaple, Carol Ann
Yockel, Lisa M.
Zimmer, Christine

PEWTER
Aiello, Joan
Ames, R L
Anderson, Melanie S
Asch, Anthony and Kastenbaum 

Asch, Jane
Aten, Beth
Auriemma,  Anthony and Sandra
Azevedo, Kata
Bak, Jolene
Biggerstaff, Laurie
Blattner, Jean
Bogdan, Mimi
Bonczyk, Carol
Brenner, Hyman
Broadwell, Corby
Brown, Josef B.
Burke, Rosemarie
Burns, Maude
Bush-Gorsline, Jane
Cairns, Pam
Campbell, Robyn
Carney, Kathleen
Carrier, Robert and Myra
Carvill, Cheryl
Casa, Marisa
Chapman, Vera
Christopher, Christine
Clayton, Camille
Clement, Marilyn
Colangelo, Stephanie
Coleman, David
Coons, Cindy
Coons, William and Carol
Cooper, Andrew and Beth
Copeland, Deborah
Cornwell, Donald and Judith
Costich-Schlageter, Grace
Craxton, Stephen
Davis Pazuros, Lynne

Dawson, James and Margaret
Delvecchio, Joesph and Donna
Dobmeier, Lawrence and Judy
Dougherty, Bill and Chris
Driscoll, Cynthia
Dube, Jeri
Dudley Sunshine Fund
Dunn, Patricia
Dupree, Kristen
Farier, Paula
Farrell, Laurie
Federico, Kimberly
Fox, Brian Nad Jackie
Frank, Robert and Nancy
Fuller, Catherine
Fuller, Jessica
Gabrielsen, Peter
Gaither, Rita
Gaudino, Linda
Geer, Garry and Anne
Geier, Richard and Pam
Geva Theatre
Gilbert, Joseph and Gail
Gissendanner, Alice
Gotcsik, George and Fran
Gourdine, Ella
Greaves-Tunnell, Peter and 

Louise
Green, Kathleen
Halligan, Dorothy
Hanks, Sharon
Harris, Jody
Hart, Katarina
Heath, Allen and Lianne
Henao, Jen
Hernandez, Nydia
Hetrich, M.Patricia
Hines Wentworth, Aldora
Holdsworth, Ted and Bridget
Horn, David and Ellen
Humphrey, Joel and Deborah
Hyder, Mary Martin
Illig, Alan and Elizabeth
Inglis, Barbara
Iwan, Lawrence and Elizabeth

Jones, Nicholas and Susie
Jones, William and Christina
Judd, Mary Kay
Kelley, Karen
Kellogg, John
Klee, George and Joan
Lamb, Marianne
Landers, Lloyd and Melissa
Lang, Harry and Bonnie
Leak-Jamison, Carole
Lebbon, Carol
Lemcke, Daniel and Nancy
Leo, Steven
Leonard, David
Lewis, Charles and Diana
Lewis, Robert
Litchfield, Linda
Logan, Kym
Love, Tanzy Mae
Luedde, Christopher and Susan
Mangan, Richard and June
Markham, Scott
Marra, Rebecca
McCarthy, Mary
McHugh, Particia
McKnight, Lauri
Michalak, Douglas
Miller, Austin and Carol
Miller, Onnalie
Moore, Autumn
Moore, Richard and Helen
Morgan, Gloria
Morrill, Deborah E.
Mr. and Mrs. David Hedges
Mulligan, Charles and Geri
Mulligan, John
Nastasi, Maureen
Newland, Lori
Northside Inn
Oesterly, Maha Atma Kaur
Ottman, Susan
Owens-Lynch, Benny
Pagorek, Sierra
Parrinello, John and Diane
Patrick, Lu-Ann

Pearson, Christina
Peck, John and Susan
Perlman, David and Marjorie
Pleger, Karl
Puccia, Lauren
Purnell, Melissa
Quinian, Michael
Radosevich, Jennifer
Randall, Lindsay
Read, Catherine
Robinson, Katy
Robles, Destiny
Rose, Matthew and Catlin
Roux, Nancy
Rutherford, Cheryl T
Schell, Michael
Schumacher, Jon and Katherine
Schuster, Kathryn
Schwartz, Allan
Shechtel, Lexi
Shellman, Richard and Wendy
Smith, Todd
Sorbera, Rita
Spaulding, Lincoln and Susan
Spaulding, Lincoln and Susan
Stork, Corinne
Stork, Corinne
Target Corporation
Thomas, Kathleen
Thuotte, Cheryl
Trest, Jeffrey and Sharon
Van Strydonck, Susan
Van Zanten, A.G.
Velekkakan, Jillian
Ververs, Susan
Walker, Karen
Weaver, Marion
Webster, Peter and Elizabeth
Welch, John and Christine
White, Karen and Weidenborner, 

Jerry
Whitney, Douglas and Jean
Wiley, Helen
Wiliams, John
Zarek, Lynette

In-kind Donations
Bartertown Collectibles
Betlem Heating and Air 

Conditioning
Bill Grays
California Rollin’
Carrabba’s Italian Grill
Cheesy Eddie’s
Dibella’s Subs
Dinosaur Barbeque
Dr. Deborah Fox
Encore Chocolates
Event At Bradfords Bar & Grill
GEVA Theatre
Get Caked
Green Acres
Han Noodle Bar
Highland Park Diner
Holiday Inn
Hyatt
Jesse Lucas
Jim’s on Main

Joanne Chada
Linda Whiteside
Lovin’ Cup
MacGregors Grill and Tap Room
Marketview Liquor
Marks Pizzeria
Maryjane Link
Olive Garden
Outback Steakhouse
Petsaver
RMSC
Rochester Amerks
Rochester Riverside Convention 

Center
Rockcastle Florist
Ruby Tuesdays
Salon Lidori
Savoia’s Bakery
Sinful Sweets
Sticky Lips Henrietta
TGI Friday’s

The Cheesecake Factory
The Gatehouse Restaurant
Together We Rise
Tom Wahls

Tony’s Birdland
WHAM-TV 13
WROC-TV 8
Yolickity
ZoomTan
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Volunteers
We are so thankful for every one of our volunteers who give 
generously of their time and talents. You inspire us every day  
and are always in our hearts.

Don Alhart
Barbara Baer
Amy Blum
Betsy Bringewatt
John Brown
Michael Cicero
Jeffrey Clark
Barbara Corbett
Amy Crossed
Stacie Dailey
Daryl Dickson
Jeri Dube
Michele Ely
Felisa Erway
Honorable Sandra 

Frankel
Honorable Trish Gallaher

Damon Garfield
Eileen Grandel
Jenn Grsyvinsky
Margart Hackert-Kroot
Cindy Harper
Vincent Harper
Teresa Hoover
Elaine Horn
Cathie King
Jerome LaLonde
Robert Lewis
Maryjane Link
Jesse Lucas
Lauri McKnight
James Maddison
Angie Major
Tony Malone

Susie Mann
Loralee Mattison
Russell Olson
Hon Fatimat Reid
Lucas Santana
Lynne Scalzo
Larry Shannon-Missal
Melanie Simmons
David Soule
Peggy Soule
Elisha Stasko
Jenna & Matthew 

Turetsky
Steven Turner
Karen Ver Steeg
Amie Wagner

Children Awaiting Parents

Staff
We recognize our diligent and 
hardworking staff who make our 
successes happen. Thank you to each 
of them for their role in Children 
Awaiting Parents’ achievements. 

Lauri McKnight 
Executive Director 
Veronica Black 
Adoption Program Supervisor 
Davie Carsel 
Finance Manager 
Toni Marrocco-Helwig 
Wendy’s Wonderful Kids Recruiter 
Ilona Russell  
Family and Child Recruitment Consultant
Amy Blum 
Public Relations 
Oluwatosin Arowosola 
intern 
Eileen Grandel 
intern
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