“I love my new
family, they
are kind and
lots of fun!”
- Michael
Sandy, Mike, Michael, and Javier Smith

May is National Foster Care Month
October 29, 2021 could not have come fast enough. It was Michael’s 11th birthday, and the day he was
going to finally have a forever family.
One year earlier, Children Awaiting Parents (CAP) presented Mike and Sandy Smith with a photo and
narrative about Michael. The Smiths have one biological son, Javier, who was around Michael’s age
and desperate for a brother. Michael’s photo captured their attention. His narrative captured their
heart.
Sandy said, “When you know, you know. We just had a feeling Michael was the right match for us,
and we were the right family for him. He would have a lot in common with our biological son, Javier
– both are energetic and active, and they love Legos, Pokémon, and Star Wars. Michael was described
as very caring, helpful, and kind. That really stuck with me.”
In April 2021, Michael moved into the Smith’s household as a foster child. Imagine the challenges a
foster child would experience transitioning to a new state, new home, and new family. Also imagine
the challenges that Javier would normally have, only one year older and accustomed to being an
only child.
But the Smith family was ready because CAP had been training and supporting them for months
prior to Michael’s arrival. Sandy says, “Veronica, CAP’s Adoption Specialist and Program Manager,
gave us her cell number and was available to us 24/7. She walked alongside us every step of the way.
Lizbeth, CAP’s Adoption Skill-builder, not only helped Michael transition home but forged the
amazing bond between Michael and Javier.”

The skill-building CAP provides played a critical role in helping
Michael smoothly transition to his new family while forging the bond
between the boys, who are not only brothers now, but best friends.
“Lizbeth would come to our house and work with Michael and Javier to build coping mechanisms,
while drawing out their strengths and talents. They played games that were not only fun but would
teach a skill, like how to calm yourself down or communicate effectively with others. For instance,
she gave them blocks and the boys had to figure out how to build tall structures that didn’t fall, and
during the process she would aid them in communicating and cooperating with each other. These are
critical life skills.”
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Yes, CAP’s skill-building is critical for foster children as they
assimilate into their forever homes. Skill-building helps
children learn to:
• manage emotions
• get along with others
• discover their strengths and talents
• pitch in at home
• maintain good hygiene
• engage with the community
• excel in school
• and much more

Can you make
a meaningful
gift?
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$

Sandy continued, “Both boys looked forward to Lizbeth’s
visits and would give her a huge hug whenever they saw her.
Lizbeth’s friendship and encouragement were so meaningful.
She put us on a path of where we wanted to be as a family.
Because of CAP’s skill-building lessons, Michael had a
smooth transition, and our family is thriving.”
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CAP is expanding its skill-building offerings to serve more
children like Michael. If you believe that every child deserves
a family and a fair start, would you make a meaningful gift?

$

Your gift does not end with CAP. It’s an
investment in a family, in a child’s future,
and in all the people impacted by that
child throughout his or her lifetime.
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Today’s investment in skill-building results in stronger family
bonds and a successful future for a foster child. Please give
today, so more children like Michael can live happily in their
forever home.
When asked about Michael’s future, his father replied,
“Michael has a strong empathy for people, and I know he’ll
help someone else in a similar situation one day. He’s
already overcome a lot of obstacles and made positive
situations out of them, and that will only continue. He wants
to be a teacher and work with kids, and we think that would
suit him quite well. We are really proud of him!”
Sincerely,
Lauri McKnight
Executive Director
P.S. Michael and Javier became brothers last year – and best
friends too – thanks to CAP’s skill-building, a critical part of
forging those bonds. Your investment will help many
children like Michael smoothly transition into their forever
families and achieve a promising future!

700

$

Provides a weekly
skill-building session of
homework assistance for
foster children struggling
with past trauma
Gives foster children the
skill-building experience of a
community activity such as
a sporting event or trip to
the theater
Provides three children with
two hours of skill-building,
such as overcoming
challenging behaviors or
learning proper community
interactions
Covers a four-part
skill-building series that
teaches youth aging out of
the foster system how to
prepare for independent
living – like setting up
housing, finding health care,
starting a career, and
budgeting
Provides a scholarship for a
family as they take trips out
of the area to visit their
pre-adoptive youth – a
necessary step until the
placement is made in the
family’s home and
skill-building can begin

Please make checks payable to Children
Awaiting Parents or CLICK HERE to give.

